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THE OWNER/PUBLISHER SPEAKS
Welcome to RAPID FIRE #21. This 1ssue contains,
believe is what I really wanted RFM to lgok like,

Zine. 4+Lots of cool Motorcycle and Band photos &‘tn”
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Live Show reports and other sorts of interesting Review

We have greatly improved our photo division with better ipmes

and the addition of Gary Lane. For you folks who don't know Gars

he's sees more Concerts/Snows then anybody, period! We have seea mans
Shows together since 1984, so his input here at RFM is wvery important
and appreciated! All of the Band photos in this Issue ars 33:}'5
with me taking all the Motorcycle shots. Also new in 2FM =21, =

John M;11z1a who did the 3 super cool interviews with SHADOWS FALL,
NEVER AGAIN, and TRESEMBLIC SHIFT. Thanks John! I did all the Live Show
reviews and yes, I know some of the Shows seem like a long

time ago but we missed out on some of them in RFM # 20, so we

inserted them here. This takes us up to 2001, so all of this

years Live Show reviews will appear in RFM #22 due out in

Feb.2002! Anyways, most of the these Bands in RFM are only just starting
out anyway, so it's not likey you've seen them anyhow!

So, if you would like to help us out for RFM 222 with Ads,
interviews, ect. let me know! We got lots of photos of
Bands/Motorcycles/Antique cars/Enduro Races coming out in this
next Issue so give me a ring or drop me a line.

Next up: If it's not Punk Rock then is it

it Metal? There seenms

to be much confusion within our ranks about tne ;arrent state

of our so called "scene". In a weird sort of 3

relativity; can 1 word totally encompass the various

different scores of factions with our underground scene? The answer 1s
yes, and that word is Metal. If it's not

Pop/Country/Jazz/Classical then it's Metal. Actuall
Rock is really Speed Metal strlpped down wlthout lead
guitar solo's. Industrial music steals it's roots £
as does Hardcore/ Metal-Hardcore/ Straight-edge-HC/

Metal-Rapcore, and yes Punk Rock' What I think the problem

was actually Pop) so they innocently put down Wetal dur
following years. The result to all of this, is a *ract
of our scene where we end up fighting among us over ;he
same type of music. Too many people who like Punk refuse to ‘
like Metal type Bands due to indifference. Stupid!

Please send all CDs, Zines, Photos, Interviews, ADs toc PAUL

ALLISON, RAPID FIRE MAGAZINE, 3497 THEC. ROOS. HWY. BOLTON,
05676. Leave messages at 802- 434 -5459.,
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‘ EAPID FIRE MAGAZINE £ 21 - INTERVIEWS
i

SHAD®WS FALL

Jonathan Donais /ead guitar/vocals  Brian Fair /lead vocals Paul Romanko bass
Matthew Bachand guitar/ivocals David Germain drums

¥= Zirst came to meet SHADOWS FALL at the 1998 Warped Tour.
“®=se S guys did some excellent Metal Crossover stuff that
£=211y made them stand out. Then, they followed this up by
somstantly playing Shows in Vermont at places like Club 242
M=2:n, Club Toast; Essex Memorial Hall, Brattleboro Skatepark,
.2ttsburgh and Montreal. (local Bands take note) Since our
28w Editor Jon was really into them, he approached me with
this Interview. Here it is.

If I had to describe to somebody what SHADOWS FALL sounds
ixe, what would I say?

Sf: We deliver songs that brings out the best in Speed Metal
anc mix it with a vocal growl in the vein of METALLICA,
SLAYER, IN FLAMES, and HATEBREED.

£: What's the name of your new album?
Sf: Of One Blood.
EF: Give us a brief history of the Band?

SF: We started in the summer of 1996 when Jon and Matt got
together and began writing songs. We added bassist Paul and
immer David and vocalist Phil Lebonte who was already
tablished in the underground Speed Metal Scene. Eventually,
nil left and we replaced him with Brian Fair who sang for
OUTCAST. We first opened for Bands like FEAR FACTORY,
CANNIBAL CORPSE, and many other renowned acts. Then in 1997,
we released our debut album "Somber Eyes To The Sky". This
1id pretty well and it made the CMJ Loud Rock top 10. We kept
laying lots of live Shows anywhere we could and being from
assachusetts made it easy to play lots of them!

RF: What sets you guys apart from other Bands?

SF: I think that we nmix parts of Metal, Hardcore ang maybe
Punk into one projectile and add Brian's both harsh and
catchy vocals and add 2 back up vocals equal massive Metal meltdown.

RF: Break down the new Album for us?

SF: Well, "Of one Blood" has a distinctive and heavy melody
with our 3 holeshot vocal assault team and compliment this with
awesome guitar riffing and anchor like bass pPlaying and super
tight drumming. We do some guitar soloing that can match
anyone and the lightning guick double bass tempos fit

perfectly into the 4/4 rock rhythms which delivers something

CRRTATeS SN B




Q & A with SHADOWS FALL

RF: We’ve known each other for a fos vears now. now that were here. can you explain what has happened with S
Where are you now?

SE: Well. we set out to play music that we all love. We have come a very long way. but now we just have been
touring way to much these days. all vear to be precise. We had a blast though. with In Flames and more. We will
only play the two big metal festivals coming up. that's it. The NEMF3 tonight. with The Haunted. Cannibal Corpse.
Dimmu Borgir and more. We will also play the NJ metal meltdown.

RF: OK, so the set tonight was shaken up by the knife’s performance. what now”

SF: He is done. End of story. the door is open now for a new drummer. were too devoted to performing to just up
and stop. and we also have a little thing called a contract with Century Media Records.

RF: | hear you, and | am with you on the note that ves we play for ourselves. but we must play for the fans too
What can the fans expect from SF?

SF: Nothing ! (laughing). Just kidding, in fact the fans have nothing to worry about. in fact. the real SF and metal
fans world wide should be very happy and excited for us. We are in the process of w riting a hell of a new album. We
were actually supposed to have it done for the end of the year , but as I said earlier. we ve just been to busy touring.

RF: Back to the fans. should they expect any sty le change?

SF: We grow as musicians. so no one knows what to expect not even us. however we can say that evervone out there
will be very impressed with the new album. were into pushing on and that’s what we' |l do man !

RF : I'am sure all will be happy including yourselves with your music. good luck and god bless

SF: Thanks Jon, you too !
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RAPID FIRE MAGAZINE # 21

Motorcycle Tour 2000: AMERICADE -

June 10, 2000 - After seeing Rider
Magazine devote 3 pages to this event,
I guess we can do a least 1 page

on this years Rally. We met in
Burlington as 8 cycles

were ready to ride. No passengers
were present as the low lying
clouds dimmed the morning hours.

We split down Route # 7 South and
cruised into Vergennes. We made _
a right on to Route #22 South. As
the line of Motorcycles makes it's
way down the 2 lane road, the speeds
increase and we quickly -un into
traffic. Suddenly;there's road
construction and tﬁe pavement ends
as our cycles shake violently as
the loose gravel undermines our
traction. Rick from the WARDS on
his Honda Shadow 500 has his rear
luggage rack come loose and has

to stop. I wait for him as I tell
Rob on his 1500 Kawasaki Vulcan

to stop the others on Route 17

and wait. We get everybody back
together and cross the bBridge into
New York State and ride onward to
Lake George. As our "8 Pack" rides
on to Route #9N South, we see many
other Bikers around. There are
lots of Restaurants that sport

rows of Bikes in front of their
establishments! The highway climbs
Prospect Mountain and the hairpin
turns switch from left to right,
back and forth, up these long steep
ssides as we reach deep into our
ransmissions for lower gears, as
‘we rip the motors South. We

+ j2ull into Lake George and

(lecide to find a place for the
night. The crew knows of this
'Motel about 1 mile from the center
of town as we fire up our machines
to check it out. For the low sum of
$70 for 2, we got 2 rooms as only

4 of the original "8 Pack" decides
to stay the night. We hang around
the place as various Motorcyclists
pair off and hit the center of town.
Both sides of Canada street is
lines with hundreds if not thousands
of Motorcyclists. We walk by all
kinds of different rigs and see the
people who ride th#sgmachines.

| (Boring) By the time the game ended,

leather as the noise from the
endless stream of incoming
Motorcycles fills the air. The

long procession continues for 3 days
as all ‘the major Motorcycle makers
had free Demo rides. Later, we hit
the motel  pool and decided to go

out for dinner. The 4 of us slammed
on our helmets and rode North looking
for a place to eat. We located a smal
dinner and it's "Welcome Americade"
sign. The place was sort of empty
and the whole operation was being
run by one woman. Her husband came
in later, as we kicked back and
shot the breeze! We went back to
the Motel and sat around watching
the last Hockey game of the year.

all of our crew were done. Since,
we met at 7AM and most of us had
been up for 18 hours, oh well.

The next day we woke up to warm
summer time temperatures hitting
| 80, as we tracked our ride home.

The plan was to ride up Route#9N
and find a place to eat breakfast.
The sun came out and the sky was
blue. The Weather Channel said to
watch out for a "backdoor cold front"
heading for Vermont. I cheerfully
told Bob on his Yamaha V-Max, "It
never rains on the way back from
Americade”. The Motorcycle traffic,
leaving on Sunday, filled the roads
as a sweet sort of peaceful
migration was occurring. The views
of Lake George on our right are
great as we carve up Route #9N

with it's endless amount of summer
camps. As we ride towards Hague, NY.
the road literally runs into Lake
George as the water is high this
time of year from the winter run
;off. Quickly, the sky changes to
an ugly gray as the temperature
drops from 80 to 45 in a matter

of miles! Rob said to stop in
Ticonderoga and we did as the cold
rain began. Riding my 2G-1000
Concours with it's huge windshield
offers lots of rain protection, as
the other 3 guys riding without one,
had to endure. Rick didn't have
anything except a 1 piece

"soak em suit". By the time we rode
into Burlington by I-189, the temps
were down to 42 and the rain was
pouring down. That's what happen
Ito us at Americade 2000!




THE IMPLANTS -
PUNK ROCK
with Elegance




RAPID FIRE MAGAZINE # 21 LIVE SHOW REVIEWS

Sept. 9, 2000 - Club 242 Main - STMP, UNEARTH, DIECAST -
Sometimes you just can't tell about Club 242 sometimes.

I walk in as the place is packed with lots of the Boston crew
in attendance. Locals STMP (start the mosh pit) sound a 1lot
like GODSMACK but much better, begin with some cool stuff.
Then UNEARTH hits the stage. These 5 guys played at the Mass.
Metalfest last year, so I kind of knew what they were going to
sound like. Crushing Metal/Hardcore with the singer going
nuts! The Club develops a huge pit as these guys were ripping
tonight! Could headliner DIECAST match this performance?
Believe it or not DIECAST poured into their set with
vengeance. A cool mix of Punk/Hardcore/Metal made DIECAST a
crowd favorite! There was so much energy at this Show it
literally is impossible to describe!

Oct. 7, 2000 - Club 242 Main - DISILLUSIONED, STMP, PRISONER
13, CHAINSAWS AND CHILDREN. Somehow, I came in late to this
Show and missed DISILLUSIONED and STMP. The place was again
packed tonight with some awesome women, mostly who came from
the amazing Central VT. scene to see PRISONER 13. These 4 guys
somehow have developed a large following of women (nothing
wrong with that) and continue to amaze me with their deadly
mix of Punk/Hardcore/Rap. Good stuff! CHAINSAWS AND CHILDREN
ended this Show with their brand of Industrial/Metal/Rock.
Paul and his gang have crossed over into some interesting
scenes and they have sharpen their stage Show, since I

last saw them in 12/3/99.

Oct. 18, 2000 - Club 242 Main - EYEHATEGOD. I had heard lots

of good things about this Band over the years so I was happy

to see them playing Vermont. I reminded myself that usually,
the old school Punks don't support the scene and that this

Show might be less than filled. I was right. Only a few

people came out to see them as Beano WARD, Gary Lane and I had a
front row seat. Just as they began, a large Crew from

Montreal entered the Club. Cool! EYEHATEGOD plays some of the best
material that I've heard of. A mix of Hardcore/Metal and cool
vocals reminded me a lot like an future version of BLACK
SABBATH. Great Show.

Dec. 22, 2000 - Higher Ground Club - KICKED IN THE HEAD, DARK
BUSTER, RIVER CITY REBELS. KICKED IN THE HEAD from Boston

plays some slashing Punk/Hardcore. Good stuff! Then, DARK
BUSTER again from Boston steps up and plays this super cool

type of Drunk/Punk Rock material. They do the Budweiser theme
song and lots of alcohol related sing-alongs! My favorite

line: "I'm the hometown loser, Punk Boozer!". RIVER CITY REBELS
from VT. finished this % filled Club off with some SKa/Punk

that is both catchy and fun. Watch out for this dedicated

Band to appear in your neighborhood soon!

Jan. 1, 2001 - Here, Bolton, VT. WARDS - New Years Party - I

told these guys to play here for New Years 2001. They haven't played
1ive since 9/11/98 and things didn't appear to be happening, when bass
player Dak comes up from Boston and suddenly, it looks like these 4
guys will play! They set up the day before and practise all of their
stuff (over 80 songs) when it starts to snow heavy. Well,

it snowed for 36 hours, we got 26 inches, one person showed up

and the WARDS played without Tea Curley and they haven't played since!
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2 SHADES OF EVE in Brattleboro, VT.

NEVER AGAIN and some old guy
in the middle say, "Hello™ !




RAPID FIRE MAGAZINE #21 - LIVE SHOW REVIEWS

August 18, 2000 - Plattsbugh Church Show - 3 SHADES OF EVE,
BURIED INSIDE, DROWNING MAN, BREAK OF DAWN. Finally, a Show

in Plattsburgh, where last year I saw 9 Shows, this was to be the
only one in 2000. Many reasons why I didn't see more existed

but lack of info from aill sides was generally the real reason.
Quickly, I 11 remind you that seeing Shows here also include

downtown. Gary Lane was my passenger and as we got off my
2G-1000, the local kids didn't seem to really be too happy to
Sée us. Maybe they were too stoned Or something cause it was
1like Oh, it's Gary Lane and Rapid Fire again, what do they want
here? Too see the Bands! 3 SHADES OF EVE was playing their
last Show ever and it just seemed not to long ago I saw this
same Band in Brattleboro, VT on May 5. (see review in other
part of Zine). Lots of the locals stopped by to say good bye
as the woman singer apparently had lots of friends. Jay

Krak's brother was still on drums as they actually sounded

much better here! BURIED INSIDE came next and tried to bury

us inside! Blasting Hardcore/Metal stoked the Church pit, as these
5 guys fired away. Brilliant. Vermont's DROWNING MAN went on
next as Slimy somehow finds the way to keep Band members doing
Emo/Hardcore/MetalCore. Vicious vocals and plenty of flame
throwing Metalcore make DROWNING MAN one kick ass group.

BREAK OF DAWN from Maryland ends this Show with more

shrilling, earsplitting piercing Hardcore. This is another
good reason I like to see Shows here. Excellent Brutal
Hardcore/Metalcore as we ride back to the Ferry dock.

August 25, 2000 - Club 242 Main - PUNCHING JUDY, 4 HEADS DOWN,
THE IMPLANTS. PUNCHING JUDY has a RAPID FIRE MAGAZINE
connection. Mike, their drummer as actually done some writing
for this hear Zine. This 3 piece from Boston also contains
Jen their red headed bass Player. They had some difficulty
starting as I walked into Club 242 main only to see Mike
sitting in the middle of the stage with his kit all set up

and no one else's gear on stage. Finally, after some time had
pasted, they did a short set of mostly Punk Rock stuff . Not bad
for the first time at Club 242 Main. The crowd dug them.

Next up from Boston was 4 HEADS DEEP doing some
Hardedge/PunkRock material. Not Bad rally. Then locals THE
IMPLANTS came on and dazzled the big crowd with some bizarre
Punk Rock. Featuring 2 guys and 2 gals this Band goes off
Hard. All you want to do is gaze into their eyes as they sway
back and forth. Excellent Show and again I ask this

question? Where the fuck is Drew Steeler again, when one of

hometown? That makes it 4 Shows in 4 Months that Steeler has
blown me off. I asked him if he wanted to quit RFM editor but
he still wanted to be part of this Zine and scene. So far,

he has done little of any of them.??7??2?222?

——
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[ FEAPTID FIRE MAGAZINE #21 - LIVE SHOW REVIEWS
Tuly 20, 2000 - WARPED TOUR 2000 - SUICIDE MACHINES,

MILL.TCOLN, SHAPCASE, JURASSIC S5, GREEN DAY, MXPX, ONE MAN
ARMY, ONE MINUTE SILENCE, DEVIATES, PAPA ROACH. First, Al
Ouint declares that the Warped Tour ain't cool no more and
2 1tor Drew Steeler shamefully follows this dumb advice.
This is the same Drew Steeler, who burned me during the 1st
Warped Tour in 1995, when I ride my Suzuki GS - 850 to Southboro,MA.
>nly to here Steeler tell me that he can't go cause he's needs
“o pick up fantacy football trophies? Then, he goes to the
following years Show in Northhampton and has a great time,
then goez every year since then,; each time getting huge perks,
free admission, back stage passes, free food and drinks and now
Steeler tells me he can't go to this years Show cause
yuiint says s0? Bullshit! I split Vermont on my ZG-1000
rip down I-89 South. Flying behind some chicks in a Turbo

I make it to I-93 and then cross over to Rt. #1 on the
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de of Boston. This was the first time the Warped Tour
0 close to Boston and having it at Suffolks Downs Horse
Kk was a great place to stage it. The temp's were in the

70's with just a slight ocean breeze, as I easily pulled

the huge parking lot. Lots of people were filing in as I

3ot my 525 ticket out. As I make my way to the center of the !
tfrack which was covered with rich green grass, I start to

nc-ice the unbelievable amount of super hot women everywhere!

fou can't get away from them as most were around 16 to 20
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years old! They gather in mass as most of them were
nearly naked! Wow! Where the fuck is Drew Steeler! Idiot!
S0 1is Al Quint. Then, I hit my tape recorder and watched

lots of Bands that usually cost at least $20 each to see. One
interesting remark was made by the crew from JURAAIC 5 when he
said, "I know lots of you people ain't into Rap but I really
appreciate you watching us patiently“. Even though the lineup
is somewhat "commercial" lots of lesser Known Bands were
playing in the sther 3 smaller stages including some from
Boston! The Motorcycle Riders put on a great exhibition and I
was probably the only person to ride a Motorcycle home. But

I wasn't going far, because as I walked to my ride, a woman handed me a
“lyer for another outdoor event at the same place 2 days

iter. So I ride up Rt. #1 into Lynn, Salem then Beverly

Long the coastline to Benji's pad! What a fantastic Day!
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July 22, 2000 - TATTODO EARTH TOUR - NASHVILLE PUSSY, SLAYER,
DOWNSET, HATEBREED, SLIPNOT, SYSTEMATIC, WORKHORSE MOVEMENT,
SEVENDUST, FAMOUS, COLD, SEPULTURA, (HeD). I call Drew
Steeler up and he burns me again by making Uup some lame excuse

and tells me he can't make it. That's.3 of the biggest Shows
Ln Mass in 3 months that Steeler has missed! I ride
Gack to Suffolk Downs as._the temp's hit the low 80's and the

-3 batk=2d with wore of a blue ¢oliar ‘crowd than the Warped

nere's 2 'big stages and most of these Bands play a
£ Metal/Hardeure/Punk/Rap that rips super hard!
+lnteresting fashion statement noticed. Wwomen wearing no bra
it fainted breasts. Love those new fads! The SLIPNOT fans
really ean WE In force as nearly 40,000 £eople went nuts!
Even went wild as guitarist Ryder kicked

NASHVILLE POSSY

P g - - | ]
coSton. Ass! Lo

¢ days, I've seen 23 Bands, outside in beautiful
utdoor Shows are great) and where the fuck was
when I'm having ail the fun!2222222277
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05/05/00 - Brattleboro, VT. Skate Park - CROSSGATE, 3 SHADES OF
EVE, UNEARTH, SHADOWS FALL. Jon from NEVER AGAIN informs us
about 2 Shows where SHADOWS FALL is playing on this weekend.

I call Gary Lane up and we arrange to meet at my place in
Bolton with him and Jon in his car, and me on my Ninja ZG-1000.
We Spllt down I-89 South as my Motorcycle hits 85MPH. I watch
my mirrors as Gary's cage falls further and further behind. I
finally wait for him later as we approached the Skatepark.

This place was right downtown and near the busy part of town.
CROSSGATE opens the Show with some cool type
Hardcore/Straightedge stuff that sounds good. 3 SHADES OF EVE
from Plattsburgh, NY. fronts a woman vocalist and Krak Jr. on
drums plus 2 others. Doing some Hard Punk Material made this
Band enjoyable. UNEARTH from nearby Mass. step up and destroy
the place with a fierce 2 guitar assault plan- I saw their
act last year, at the Mass. Metalfest (See RFM#20 for review).
Now they seem lots t1ght¢r' The great SHADOWS FALL end this
cool Show with some killer speed metal tunes w1th Jon and Matt
going crazy on their guitars. With Brian on vocals, formerly
from QUTCAST, these guys are doing just about:as well as any
Boston Band. With lots of New England Shows and the Milwaukee
Metalfest, SHADOWS FALL is one hot Band! I meunt my ride and
tell Gary to follow me to Drew Steelers new place.. 90 minutes
later, we find his pad. The next day is the 2000 Mass
Metalfest in Worcester, so we Eetlre qulckly.;

R

"“-'I"i'llr"'u

05/06/00 - Unlike last year's Metalfest, this- year they
reduced the size of the Fest from 3 days to 1. But w1tﬁ,2
stages and 35 Bands scheduled to appear, we were in for;@ne
long day of music! God Dam Drew Steeler burns us by bldWing

us off and runs off to see the UNSEEN with 2 other Lame Bands,
instead of hanging with us! We walk into the Palladlumiat

noon and on stage is 0.C.D. from NYC waiting to begin. .Ieaturing
4 people one gorgeous woman Bass player, they hit the pEace
with some crushing Speed/Death Metal. The Bass Players -

sister is walking around the place in a super- tight short
miniskirt and blonde hair maybe 30 or so, handing out stuff to
everybody! As soon as they finish, we walk up- 1 flight of
stairs to the other Stage. Again, another Band is ready to
assault our senses. This is basically how it goes for the next
12 hours and here's the Bands we saw. ANOXIA,- SACRUM, RED

TIDE, APHALUS, TORN AS UNDER, EXTERNAL SUFFERING, EXCORIATE,
CATHETER, R22, COMPOST PILE, UNEARTH, GOD FORBID, SHANGO, 6
THIRTY 7, RAIN FELL WITHIN, MALIGNANCY, ALL THAT REMAINS,
DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN, SKINLESS, BURIAL, SHADOWS FALL, FRESH
GRIND, INTERNAL BLEEDING, PYREXIA, IMMOLATION, MOONSPELL,
AMORPHIS. Each one of these Bands played some sort of
Metal/Punk/Hardcore/Speedmetal/Grindcore type material at top
speed. Not one cover tune, except SACRUM doing a SLAYER
number. Special standouts at this Show were CATHETER with
their deadly 2 woman vocal assault, RAIN FELL WITHIN with a
beautiful woman vocalist/pianist, of course, SHADOWS FALL, this
was sort of their home turf, and well, every Band hexe is worth
seeking out and seeing! What I walked away from this show
with, was, how Metal and Punk and Hardcore are amazingly
similar! Now, if I could get this concept thru Drew Steeler
and Al Quint's brain! We split.to VT. and Gary lost me on

I 89 North as he got off at the wrong prescrlbed location!

ook plan owe svasPanAl
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Tune 2, 2000 - Club 242 Main - Burlington, VT. SURROUNDED BY
IDIOTS, NINJA DEATH SQUAD, CRACKWHORE. I ride to town on the
£5-1000 38 SURROUNDED BY IDIOTS hits the stage. This Band
from Albany, NY. did some SUper cool Punk material.. Excellent'
iher. NINJA DEATH SQUAD from St. Albans, VT. steps up with 2
menbers oniy. One guy plays druns and sings as the other one
piays guitar. Sounds like early 70's Punk. Later, the

great CRACKWHORE from Johnson, VT. comes on. This 4 piece
features 2 guys and 2 girls. What a great Band name! The
woman play the guitars and the 2 guys play drums and bass.
This Band is hot as their set was well received by the 242
Main Crew! Their sound is on the Punk Rock side of things!

s2ine 14, 2000 - Club 242 Main - NJ BLOODLINE, SYNNECROSIS,
TRESEMBLIC SHIFT. I make my way to this Show on the ZG-1000

On a super nice warm day! NJ BLOODLINE from New Jersey starts
this Show with some grizzly Hardcore/Punk. Their singer goes
"nuts" as these 5 guys ripped hard. SYNNECROSIS comes next
doing some brutal Metal/Hardcore. Devastating! Then, TRESEMBLIC
comes out with Jon and his crew (see interview with these guys
in other part of Zine) wailing into some heavy duty Speed

Metal Blur. The 242 Main crowd goes off as these rocked the
house. Very impressive Show for only $5!

June 17. 2000 - Montpelier, VT. Church Show - TRESEMBLIC
SHIFT. BARKMASTER, TOXIC NARCOTIC, RIVER CITY REBELS. These

e b 2

fhur.n Shows are getting popular as I make my way into the
tec=. Ii's been less then 72 hours, since I had seen TRESEMBLIC S
%L <42 Main and the boys are ready to Rock! But, things fall

dpart guickly and Jon gets really pissed off at his crew.
This was their last Show. BARKMASTER comes up next and for
the life of me I couldn't figure out what they were playing?
Fcrtunately, TOXIC NARCOTIC comes on next and I do understand
what their playing. Bill and the boys from Boston rip the
Church up with some great Hardcore. This Band has never
really received the credit they deserve as they somewhere fit
into the Metal/Hardcore/Punk wvein and I hear that that aint
0oL within the stupid Boston Punk cliches? Fuck that! Bill
and the boys are as good as anybcdy! RIVER CITY REBELS end
this 5how with some serious Punk/Ska material that has a bite.
This Band hails from the Central part of VT. and these guys
"ave really injected ‘some new life into the VT. scene! This
Band Is going places, so watch for them.

June 24, 2000. - Higher Ground Club - Winocoski, VT. PRESENT

TENSE, EVENMIND, TORSION, SCISSOR FIGHT, TREE - I love this

piace! I know the bouncer and the cute bartender with her

super body makes things interesting! The first 3 Bands PRESENT TENSE,
EVENMIND, TORSION all come frcem the Barre, VT. area and play

i viclous form of Hardcore/Metal/Punk/Rap. All of these Bands

Kick Ass! SCISSOR FIGHT from Mt. Washington, NH does well

with their Hardcore/Redneck/Punk as the place is filled with

mostly the united Central VT. Crew. Then TREE ends this Show

with their killer Punk/Hardcore material. What a fantastic

Show! 5 hours of great Bands!
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Nov. 26, 1998 - Church Show - Flattsburgh, NY. FACERAKE -
Benji shows up from Boston ana drags me to the
Norwich/ Plattsburgh Hockey game before the SHOW “Degins.,

We take my cage as the cold cloudy skies dimmed the dul;
winter earth as the Weather Bitch called for light =now.

We take in the Hockey game and make our way toc the Church.
FACERAKRE is releasing a new CD and this was their

CD release party. They hit the stage with

some hrutal MetalHardcore Evil type stuff. Their new CN rocks
hard so go get it! The big crowd loved their performance

and lots of people here knew each other since FACERAKE s from
these parts! Cool! Later, Benji and I hit

the many downtown Bars just like the old days'!

Nov 27, 1999 - Essex Memorial Hall - Essex, VYT. ALL THAT
REMAINS, AUTUMN BLEEDING, SHADOWS FALL. 1 arrange to met clg
school Punk Greg Coombs and his friend Sonja. The 3 of u

meet in front of the building and walk in. This Show is being
put on by John from NEVER AGAIN and he collects our $5.

ALL THAT REMAINS sets up and power slams the place with sonme
vicious Metalcore. The singer used to scream for SHADOWS FALL
so this was his new Band. Pretty good stuff. AUTUMN BLEEDING
comes next and hits us with intense Metal Hardcore. They
sound interesting as Promoter John is going "nuts" as oniy a
few people shcowed up for this one. Where the fuck was
everbody? I actually helped Jon with this Show as he gawe me
lots of posters which I Put up around Montpelier during the
Nov. 13 Montpelier HC Church Show. (See review on other
page). The only people who did made it, were from Montpelier!
SHADOWS FALL ends this show with some great Metal Hardcore as
their 2 guitarists go insane. This Boston based Band is
really good and their type of Metal is one of the coolest
style that I have witnessed!

o

Dec 3, 1999 - Higher Ground - Winooski, VT. 2ZOLA TURN,
CHAINSAWS AND CHILDREN. On a real cold night I make my way to
this one. 1It's at the new Club in town and the place is

Ok but seems a bit too sterile for my tastes. I meet Gary
Lane and Sonja there as ZOLA TURN hits the stage. The girils
looked real good but looks only go so far. Where's the new
hot guitarist going to appear? CHAINSAWS AND CHILDREN comes
on next and it's been about 2 years since I've seen this

Band breaking TV's on stage at Club 242. Paul the singer is
smiling a bit too often, but hey, it's the local crowd that's
come out to see them. The sound at Higher Ground sucks bad
and I can't even hear their 3 guitarists. The slightly
Slower Metalluric material didn't deliver the necessary goods
tonight.
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tarcycle Tour 2000 LOIDON, NH into. the piace as the HD0 Plase
18, 2O, I “ve been trving Q e o ing L ona .
vears Td see the famocvs Lauden RGO f:uf f roitt =tretch The Erach
FEsia Motorcycle Race but somehow A T D .7 miles long
L owilways alluded my weak Lrvs. Tha < fHis ie, tHe rodd course.and 3¢
s=2ar things would be different. I intermingles with the * aile oval
‘et our Americade crew (see review that the NASCAR hoivs SBa sk
¥n okhigs part Of zine) know aboub 600 Class is-veru ores;‘- QUS Legzaase
this ride but only V-Max Bob showed R tﬁﬁ,t'gdc:’
ahiy lnterest. 2 days before the Race o

-Max Bob calls me and agrees to go.
Fecr all of you who don't know much
about Motorcycles, the Yamaha V-Max
is one evil machine. 145 horse-

= e 3
“uwer and 600 pounas equal unbellievable

Suwarter mile times and top end hits
:n less than 2 miles! The V-Max
artled the world in 1985 as it's

th

crude cruiser frame and vicious pit
cull motor made the V-Max a cult
Sixke. Harley boys would shudder in

ear as the V-Max thundered down
nhe highway at extreme speeds.
ruch has changed since

Not
1985 and the
-Max still has a large following.
ne leave Bolton and hit I-89 South.

take the lead and knowing that
the V-Max is right behind me, 1
speed up to 8OMPH. The weather is
sunny and the Sunday traffic is

.ght. "~ Suddenly, some skinhead in

Toyota pickup passes us doing
1 . V-Max Bob makes a point of it:
-2tching up to him and calmly wails
-h= V-Max up to 135MPH laughing all
the way! I'm watching all of this
~=~ion from behind, as I too pass the
<inhead on a steep winding hill

Barre doing “buck = 0 = fiveu!
Later, we enter New Hampshire and
the clouds appear from the Scuth
=S we make our way into Concorad and

J North. A short hop gets us to
NE International Race Track: the
€ place where the Winston Cup

ASCAR runs twice a year. 2 high
»f1le deaths occurred here so
Shls I's not a track Yo fuck withe
2y is the finals for about 6

asses ¢f bikes. e pull into
~hne parking lot with literally
-nocusdands of other Mctorcycles parked
=verywhere. Every Motorcycle made
ms to be present as a cool

‘K1 Hayabusa sits witl* a American
g paint job on our right. We

)

{

W
il

(

[{T

Wale

selling Motorcvcle undts, S0 ali the
manufacturers want to doo @ bl
on Sunday means sal 0 X
The Bikes hit about 158 MPH and then
fly into.a wicked S tun

exiting back Gn Ten 2. L ACK
climbs a steep hill and eventiality
makes it way back arcun He 12 tarn
cireuit. Al: the big Stars run in
the Loudon Cilassic since they having
been running this race since 1935
40,000 fans cheer the racers on ana
extra applause went to the rider who
wiped out in Turn 1 angd gt back
on his rig aud returned to racing!
Next up was the Pro Thunder Class
with Harley Buell's and Ducati's
deminating this division. Then,
the side cars run their race anc¢ the
2 man rigs were cool! Just as the pra
World Superbike Race was abous io
began, rain interrupted the race
They stopped everything let the
racers put cn rain tires the
showers never ended d4nd puddles
were forming on Turn 2. ce was
"red' flagged™" and the even =
delayed for I d3y.- The fans boced
becvause lots of them would have tog
now leave on their sachlnes ang
get wet V=Max Bob and e waltsd
arunnd as loug 3§ We couid antid
the 3 started
Jur I=83;
The all
cack BoR
and Raute
=.06 o
Nortc -M3X Bog
use Forgat
nis. < §! o
2rURIse Of 2 w112 Wes Ty
jesglate oaes by Miost River
angd had X ting curves and
mountain e ride intc
Vermont Route 302, whigh
takes us I=89 Nortr This w
one fun ng trip!
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T ., e :
Bad Ass BOSS HOSS with Corvette engine and notice
the nitrous bottle behind the seat? ff

GoLD WING

sits next to a beautiful

Triumph Chopper.
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www.together, net/ sect? |

RF: Well. pow that we're linaily here, lets eet on with 11, Wi C i

p 7 Hew did you get

dragged into the insanity oi roaring metal Lud-core fiends called Never Again ?
N “ood question ! Well. | don't know what 10 suy - | mean. | have a lot | guess. but god 1ts been 2 while now, over

a ye.:r ! And this probably won ( zet out for like what another vear almost? (Jaughing)

RF : Hopefully sooner. but don 1 he surprised !

NA: The break up itsell was simp'v sometk...g that has been questioned for a long time. In facl. to this day | still
walk down church street. and I still get feedback comments from randoms about Never Again. or just "he'y weren't
you in Never Again?” or my favor ¢, “aren’t vou that guy™ (literally one of the most humorous comments | have
received to date, and a sure sign thiar inebriation hasi't and will never leave the sad place we call Burlington). And
let me just say. before | go any furtii-r. that | am more than happy with things as they are today, it seems some are
hesitant in speaking with me. in fact | know some are under the impression that | am a crippled old beagle that
resides in the realm of pure bitterness. but contrary to popular belief | couldn’t ask for better friends, crew, even silly
material stuff that I could care less about ! 1 still stay in touch with many if not all my metal/aggressive music scene
brothers. | mean that’s actually how | joined the band as the bassist or shoot, let me back up even. It really all started
for me. when | was taking pictures for bands such as Never Again (even when they were called Last Ones Standing),
and the pressure point label. and doing some boox 12 on the side, you know. paying my dues so to speak. With that,
| had been talking a lot with the ever popular cats k.-an to many as Shadows Fall.

RF: Your budd.es !

NA : Indeed. from way back ! So, with that and Dennis Wygmans notifying me of the closing of what many call
~Burlington’s best all around Club, Club Toast, I just * 2d to set up the most bad uss thing | could at the time. So I got
Shadows Fall. Barrit. Skinless and us or should I say  them™ (Never Again) to CO-headline the bill.

RF : What a great show that was !

NA : You know it ! So they felt it necessary to have a bass player because of the fact that it was going to be huge, so
they wanted to make a great last impression for all the hometown fan.. Well, in terms of band history or whatever,
(most probably know this already) the first change was an original guitanst. “Nate”, who was replaced by Josh
Parent, followed by the departure of Mark Lucia. thus leaying Luke ti.¢ original bass player. o switch to guitar which
caused a great musical change, in my opinion. Actually, hell it's a faci | might as well say it ' But it was that change
that eventually got me into the band.

RF : They wanted a bass player and you said you’d do it ?

NA : Well, yeah, at the time 1 was becoming close with a lot of peoplz. especially the Never Again crew/guys. The
original plan was to have this other guy Joe Phalen play but since he had no experience, they didn’t know what they
were going to do, so | offered to fill in until he joined or just play the last toast show since it was important to the
guys to have a full squad with a bassist on hand, and as you know Never Again at Toast was usually something you
didn’t want to miss.

RF : No kidding ! So what’s next you conq. .r the world on a Harley?

NA : A Harley? What do you think this is a dipshit convention? HA ! I rock the straight up tricycle man, no hands ! |
gotta master that before 1 go out and purchase a Harley !

NA : Hells yeah ! So with that, they kindly said hell yeah, we’d love to have you on full time ! So we began
practicing and I began learning the material, and so on and so forth. A couple weeks before the toast show there was
a pretty decent show in Albany at the now defunct club called Qe2 . which was the sister club to Valentines owned
by Ted Etol, a big helping hand in NY's and/or Albany’s hard-core and metal scene.

RF: Isn’t that where Never Again played its last show ?

NA: Yeah it sure was. It wa= =t Valentines, oddly enough, my first and last performances with the boys were actually
both at Albany, you're right ! Well, | honestly forget who played but anyhow, | think it was a band we were tight
with called, straightjacket, but we had been practicing a lot, you know, “getting tight”, and so since | was coming for
the ride, they had me play bass ! What a fun time it was, | mean the first time on stage in front of all these people,
great experience, kinda like winging a speech by getting really fucking motivated via yourself and everyone around
you 'And then came the toast show, all the arrangements and set times were permanent, it was just a matter of time
and sun, before | was going to rock in front a few hundred kids packed like sweaty sardines craving loud mosh
oriented music and so forth !

RF : WOW ! So I must ask...what came of that ? Good for you?




NA : | simply had to make do with it. | played and how { got into booking Never Adan almost permanently was
when I had been talking to the most bruta! band in North America right now (Nile). | set them up here with Shadows
Fall and Never Again opened. The first time Never Again had opened a show for a while. and it was really good for
the most part, but like | say with good there is that bad aspect and it wasn't money anymore really. because | just
tried to bring something to the band that wasn't there. vou know. | wanted to have musical imput yes. the more
technical melodic side. but what | wanted and they wanted was a little different. but they were older. and | was
newer, so you know how that goes.

RF : O.K. so your in the band. your traveling and what noy, so what happens you £0 on tour and then you break up?
NA : Well, to make a long story short. | got shit on a bunch . for whatever reason. again. mostly cause when theyv'd
rock HC tunes, I'd wanna rock avant guarde metal and such, something that the drummer wasn't particularly thrilled
about because of appearance etc. (Metal heads have long hair stereotype). However., | will point a finger at myself
for good measure and say that image is something with all HC kids. but to be honest it should be about the music but
to them it was really about looking cool (not having long hair etc.). At the point which was early winter 1999, were
eating before a performance in Plattsburg, and Joe came to me before anyone else and asked my thoughts as a
musician and good friend as to whether or not he should play with Drowningman or not. | said yes by all means, at
that time | think Simon still realized the difference between intelligence and ignorance, he still called us up when he
was loaded to shoot the shit. man you should see the videos I have, the good ol days if you will. Anywise it was in
Joe’s best interest to try | thought, but in ended up turning into something we all couldn’t deal with. and fucked with
some of his (and my) closest friend’s heads rather badly. Also. this caused an enormous “beef™ amongst some great
people. who | really deep down due to the true person T am. wish I could still think everyone was great, but | can
only meet people half way now. for | have been screwed to many times man. | have literally fallen trying to extend
my hand to far. or bending over backwards.

RF : 1 hear that. my grandmother and that duck over ther= are a great example. So Drowningman has obtained your
drummer than what ? Where are we now ?

NA: P’ll have you not look at them like that please. in+ are actually geese for one. and how one’s grandma plays a
role, I have no idea. nor do [ want one. My neighbors ucese are annoying in any event. (especially during mating)!
But anywise. we are in spring 1999 and due to my connections with Mass promoters and Matt Bachand. we get

invited to play the first annual New England Metal F - +1v+.. which included. GWAR. MORBID ANGEL. DEICIDE.
MANOWAR. and so many more.

RF : Yeah that was the best show | had ever seen ! Wiiat - 1 the story behind that show and you guys ?

NA : Well. originally before budgeted out the bill consistz . C.O.F.. and all these European acts. The story is and
well [ might as well get it off my chest because to this da. /| haunts me that | could be in Europe in fact or

somewhere touring. but anywise, yeah Century Media which .- most know is a very well established record label.
with bands such as Stuck Mojo (who just appeared on WWF this wuek) and many others. They had been talking to
Never Again. and had shown great interest to that point. So as the day grew on and many “stories” were created.
Some | can’t tell, but | remember my great friend Paul Romanko (S.F.) is up stairs hanging with myself and his band
mate Matt Bachand, and drummer David “the knife” Germain. Beverages are being consumed. money is being made
and what not, then Paul points out that Century Media is just across the room with there own merchandise table |
knew that , but hadn’t had much time that weekend to check it out. because 1 had drove about 16 hr. or more that
weekend ! So, the next thing you know. Century Media guys such as Andrew and so forth. come on over and
introduce themselves , start shooting it so to speak while Paul is hyping us up and saying how were going to be labei
mates and just joking around, we are basically having the time of our lives - though the butterflies were approaching
along with more and more people. Well. the CM guys took off back to there rable wishing us a areat set reminding us
that there watching us etc.

RF: Holy shit !

NA: Yeah literally, so what happens is the band before us iakes a couple min too long getting off and we take a
couple min to long to set up etc. So there’s 10 min off our set which was 1 think was onlv 20 min or so due 1o the fact
that so many bands were on. and better vet so many BIG bands were on. We ictaally 2ot a sood siot but the bie uang
was when Luke hits the first note in | think i a5 the unreleased track entitied “the latter days of autumn ™ wae what
we opened with, but he strikes literally the firstnote, his | sirine pusps 0 00 where. aid o B note. haacatiy
were done ! | don’t even want to get into the rest. The Century Media suvs lotr carly. didn 1y goodbye. | haven'|
talked to em since about Never Again ! Hahaha. | don t know what it is. but it5 some kind of sign when vou're
busting your ass. and everything that can go wrong (alnios! -vervthing) does ' Bur for the record. | will never forger
when people get so drunk they pass out on next too there merchandise tables »spacialiv on there 3rd Birthday !
IHahahahaha ! Hells veah man ! Made my night !



NA : Exactly. on many levels. | can remember Just Siltil’lg behind the merchandise table waiting for friends to arrive

and just watching so many people come in, Dennis himself came out and looked around and tapped me on the

shoulder in awe. So as the butterflies fluttered in my stomach, the last band before us gets off. and we change up and

stretch. we ¢o and help set up and at that point I knew from then on . there was going to be no other experience like

playing shows And as we playved our set. not flawless only because we were too pumped. I recall literally shaking,

and looking down at some gomer by the name of Shane ( say ing “oh look, they have a bass player™), then just getting
rore pumped feedice off the Tact that evervone was there to see Never Again rip one last time there. and well, we

did. Or at least that » ti:» general consensus (laughing) !

RF: What was vour mosi memorable moment that night ?

NA: The one thing on = ~ssitive note. that | remember the most (actually like it was yesterday) was right at the end

of the set afier two broken bass strings. | had realized it was our last song ! So, | grabbed the back up bass, and we

fpped into Strength fo Preve!

RE  Oh yeah. | remember that flipped oft the crowd then dove into it taking out like 30 kids .

NA © That's pretty much exuctly we 2 happened man. | had broke my third and last bass string on the night so I took

the three strikes your ot thing, a litti 1o seriously. and literally said F*** this, put down my bass, and pulled the old

school stage dive into *he crowd. 1 we one of the most fun things 1 had done to that point.

RE: Ohyou were still o vyigin

NA Good one Ace ! Hahahaliaha

KE 5o what rappencd after that show
N Well that actualhy connects Wit - wr previous question ! Hahahaha. no | am just joking, we actually just hung
1 and untortunately | zuess where the ood begins the bad does as well, I mean, don't get me wrong, I don’t want

s e b dooked at as negative (for me s actually positive on some levels) because that night itself is something
that goes down as one of those grea: gt - in life, no question there. However, it was a night were 1 learned a thing
Or two about my s0 called friends and a = o0 in ceneral life. which was really don't trust anyone for starters. What |
mean ts when | go into the office to receis  pavinents for the bands that performed that night, | get handed three
Hiings. The first thing 1s a hundred dollars, ‘he ~ccond thins was the question “why don’t you do contracts” and the
thiris thing which relates to the previous. we o lecture on how rowningman had been paid 3008 or more even when
nobody would come out to see them or hell L1 aobud; wouid show up at all, which was most often the case. It

Wi ail because Simon Brody (everyone’s “iuca favorie s worked there, got Dennis to sign some contracts, and
perbaps did other things to persuade promoters that ! dor, to mention, but in many people’s eyes, definitely -
happened

KF: W hat did he do kiss ass or beer cans?

NAC L cither or. no comment. I mean 1 guess you could « metaphor somehow (laughing hysterically now)

S0. anshow. back to the seriousness, it was that night | reali,  the fact that money and popularity (of a band) is
NOT based upon talent or fans/fanbase. It was a har | lesson © arn it still haunts my mind. To get that amount of
money for the amount of effort that was put into the <how itse/ -t alone booking and performance, it was
interesting | zuess you could say. To top it off, the other guys i wever Again were surprised and a little ripped with
the received pay. Interesting concept ! Think about it this Way. hiow imany people do you think showed that night ?
RF : God. about 300 or more. Most to see you and the boys I'm sure.

NA : See, now multiply that by 88 or whatever it was and that's the amount that the club made, not counting bar etc.
RF - That’s ridiculous. You sound like you've had vour share of shankings.

NA : Yeah too many times .

RE: So many bands doing the same thing in this scene, 1 like it all personally, but how has or have things changed for
you since the beginning of all of this?

NA: Absolutely. See. all | listen to is what my ear/heart/mind body tells me too. | dont have an obsession with
metal. or one specific genre, and to clarify one final rumor. Never Again’s break up had nothing to do with the fact
that there were creative differences. One must realize what you just said about bands sounding/doing exactly what all
their fellow scene mates are sounding doing. See this is a big problem, and whether or not it’s debatable, I just
wasn’t interested in falling into that trap (sounding like everyone else). My little if any hard feelings or bitterness is
Just. | mean | don’t appreciate just cause people such as Simon kissed ass and worked at Toast. they would get extra
cash. Unfortunately. he’s not the only one who’s done this I am sure. Icing on the cake is when you stop and think
about all the toast shows Never Again raged at club Toast. there were always s00000 many kids that came out just
for them. and theyd get shit man ! Absolutely shit ! But like 1 said. T am not about the money. I guess its just me
being to real for some perhaps (laughing). : i

RF : So what happened after vou got a taste of how it was going to be ?




NEVER AGAIN at the Church
in Plattsburgh, NY.
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NEVER AGAIN in Montpelier, VT.
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KE Wow that's g Crazy tme. so then vou tous .

NA T Absolitely sivt The SOMS aren’t enactly iy e Fireon RHner whichis
sinply. ot 2ood. The other person who decided s v G FRCORG 1o b T Never
Agan is straightedge. it 04 Knew that, then Mo PRI BB e Wkt abon the sty car perhaps
Yeu could tell if you photouraphed or recorded - y.of 1) SEHE BN anvavise . Neah Vi 1o malke i
semewhat of a “positive” ‘earning experience . vy lldasisiosror an: Lean payven b it tel] vorwhyg
hard-core kids make me think ofnow ' am s anin bt S ssanod g person a9 Gail cause seriously and
bonestly say through years o f mare pian paving e X L RO seeny Phavsonly witiessed sincere
RS and negativity o the point where alt | fister v o . R M Buropear Mot aod Weern 1 I liave and want
nothing to do with petty kids anymore !

RF : Damn so on tour vou oreax up 2 Is that Fish

NA D OK. . Revelation records reterns Simon s inouy . . i MELSTE oF s latever, <o thex work it out.
Joe our not so bright Vet strapping young lad of o & 14 i dilerh ‘

schedule and plans to take over 1, world et¢. Witthg o

i~ when. Burlington’s hard-core Seene members o -
Story short. we said fuck i, Joe didn't care. he sl '
previvusty mentioned behavior capualized by n«

effort and perfecting onese!f turns i compler, v

intellectaal humans who care only about what sy
hard-core. its politics and | am far above and bos
RF : So. that's it 2

© NA: One last note is that | have pointed 4 lor TR o i)
and wanting 1o bring somethine new 1 Burlineros rainer o
beginning the violin. and | stre=s 1o her. [1<ren - e touetie
what sounds cood 10 You. not your friends. Aunn i 0

mentioned earlier av'the start. but from now on i witbor v do
many hid~ due. (again | admit I've hissed enouch inseiiyd g
into making something as real as it can beics without kissis
empathize with the fact that absolutely nuthing productive is «
who either have the ability to make somewhat of 2 differences
10 see something and lcarn from it | MEAN TOr me. music s o
‘of them. [ don’t think vou must PaNSES & set of bluck glasses o Vet
haweyer teel from EXPERence that you must have an mner tale I
can not be developed from watching a “show™ in the Baring,
© Khow ledge on how 1o be as cgoistical and illogical as possibi
people in the communits 1o support this. What we perhaps Jo,
N_the same Wi\ because, thes re shows nothing differemt fas 4P 0
‘i\g not knowing what there pissed aboat its veally Sl | mes
or W the Gates
Rl Fucking Right !
NAL Neitherone is something that @ives you an CULC OVEr s i
theyre “better” than somensic else. lust because they rock e g comam e

am out of the siliiness becaise s aiow od me 1o better mselt e Oril s

becanse | can now take 4 step back and look ar how nsecure | wes (probnis
the ride). and now 1 can speak with 3 voice that suggests the will s wan . |

now have under my befr, Hopetully we can all realize that none o1 -
hat matter: can offer us anvthing at all. We must do it ourselves, o
vok our for some shredding soon man !

RE . Thanks.a lot tor the time Jon. Its been tun !

NA: Thank vou. watch out for those geese please. there not dinner !
RE- Dainn!

U Bonscuse that takes place here or anywhere tor
a1 agan

W Pelre perusing itoand it fucks up our

w1

festion, the quesiion
sty Lo make a fong

e iy ing on the

eREIRSInG. Bs st fenmy how vears ot

U vl due o beng sarrounded by less

S HOINTR many sl mosh ote. { hate

L ANEONIN RS Sardin tenms of Blusic
NI Tiosn bz Adan my niecedis

= levervene. fisten to vourselt, play
~oadness | am not il nor pissy like |
do. T don't plan on kissing ass fike so
e realize the amount of ettor thar Loes
sifficult in a general sense and liotalh
dis 1own thus feaving the rew pecpic
apie who mavbe cant but wouild realiv ik
‘ort and emonon(s). and the EXPression
" have lung hair and rock leather. | do
veloped by oneself. one that absolutely
0 can develop especially here is the
S et examples being set by the older
whthe teen population is 2oing to behave
1an 1< yust d'bunch of Kids being pissed
st siisen 1o Tucking Weezer

<vniprehended how someone thinks

71 point is simply | am 0000006 giad |
TSI s on so many levels, simply
M 1 et myvself ver shit on for most ot
cam and progress along with so much 1

senestly | am not bitter UGH ! Be on the
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{resembiic Shift-
Taken Late 2000- -

RF: OK. well here’s number two. so lefs ralk about the big change for you, the hair . the switch to guitar, and what
the story is behind you and this band | have been hearing so much about 217
TS: Well. 1 don’t know where to start, a little band history | guess. Well. after Never Again was officially done. 1 had
been jamming a little with well. all the guy < except for the drummer. and it wasn't really hitting the spot, I needed
some genuine metal, not hard-core kids 1 ing to be metal. you know 7 | mean its not that [ am into categorizing
people but its just the way it was. it would be like me going out and trying to rhyme or something. or going out and
trying to sit in with John Scofield and Billv Martin !
RF: Good luck with that ! (laughing)
TS: Yeah, | would certainly need it. So this band happened mostly because of that. One night | got bored and had
some good ideas so I called up a drummer | used to play with a little bit, but didn’t have much of a grasp with non
commercial music or making good choices by the name of David Joyal. So | ended up offering him the spot on
drums, and asked if he had a suggestion for a guitarist that could at least keep up and that's not a close minded
person or as crazy as | am. We suggested 2 kid who used to get “rowdy” and play punk covers with him by the name
of Adam Flick ak.a. Ad Rock. On that note we agreed to all meet up and play.
RF: And ?
TS : And it was great, | mean Adam wasn’t great but he was extremely enthusiastic and he was considered average
height even in some parts of Africa. David played good 100, ! just had to give him ideas. So 1 did. and the first couple
weeks I had a terrible old guitar that | borrowed from a friend and so with that we did all we could to write our first
jam ever which is on the EP.
RF : That’s in my CD player as we « ak . Which one was the first song 1 ou wrote together ?
TS: It was actually the fourth song o' 12 EP. Its called Hope For Sunshine. its a little instrumental | through
together in about a half an hour. | ca. remember writing all the parts in my barn/shack and showing them to Adam,
he was so excited it was cool !
RF : That was first ? =
TS : Yeah pretty much all I had time 1o »write at that point, and it was really comical with this old guitar | was using,
seriously man you should have seen this ting. some’ mes in the middle of practice(s) we would just stop playing and
laugh our rear ends off at it, it was such a laugh man We had some of the best band chemistry | had ever
experienced. It took a few weeks during (fi- v-mas s¢ <on of 99" to determine a few things, then just with people
stopping by our practice space and peopic lizaring ab it us, we got offered a spot on this first annual New Years
bash in Plattsburgh, NY ! We prepared and Jid it. but  sucked so very badly. We had all been debating on whether
we were going to go and play or not. becausc e all hi. ' extreme cases of the flu. It was so crazy. | remember just
passing out after the show at the hotel after verting eve thing loaded/unloaded etc. We all had like 104 degree temps
that night. In fact it was weird, a few hours after the ba “ad dropped for the new year. we all kind of woke up at the
same moment. looked at each other and explained how - needed of a beverage. So we got up went down and
hooked up. Then to top it off, we all felt really sick. but David ended up barfing like a two beer queer or something.
It sucked man ! A laugh now, but at the time was a littlc .00 balsy, but it kept us together to continue playing shows
like we wanted.
RF: So the show wasn’t all that, what happens then are \-u banned from Plattsburgh ”
TS : 1 wish ! (laughing). No, not at all, we actually were : upposed to play there soon after. but didn’t. | wish we

could have for pure redemption of the previous flu spell.  ughing).

RF : So explain how it all got started after that .

TS : Well, soon after, we were offered a cut on one of the 1 =st metal compilations of 2k. which was the lifeless
records sampler. We recorded for that in late Jan of this yc .+ "hen we were oftered a spot on the New England

Metal Festival with Cannibal Corpse and more. We couldn 't uc it unfortunately, we thought that my ex yocalist
Justin from Never Again was going to be our bassist, and you Lnow my luck. of course he ended up not being able to
do it. so we in fact could have and should have played but any Wy . it was at that point the name really got out. The
compilation sold like two-thousand and five hundred or more | ihink. I cant remember off hand. But it was funny
because | just got off the phone with Matt a little while age w. \were talking about how many people were into it etc.
Interesting stuff. Salt in an open wound.

RF : And ?!?
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S - Oh veah ! (Laughing), well we spent e« na and turning down shows to record and EP, for New
Millennium records which was really awesornic 2ot to record with our great friend “Gus™ Ziessman. For god
sakes let the boy sleep in your bed. Hahahalali ide joke. that hopefully it read by the other members will

faugh), We actually go to mix the EP with s 2o .ick who is the man. He did double time at Berklee college of
music for starters: He then tought 1 think . then ie - us working in the studio with his cousin, when Public Enemy

came n and caught him jokig around maki 2 e and what not, and actually asked him if they could sample one
af them | You know the police siren on the First pi. . epemy record 7

R < Y eah!

S Lhat s this guy Nick man ' Crazy ! Thea to oo offs he ripped it with Queen as a guitar tech and even cut some

Lot on e record ! Extremedy cool guy. fun to work  th ! He teaches riggin 101 at advance music ! (laughing)

1 - No hdding ! Wow. so the EP comes oul righs

P Y cab o withm i few weehs the boys get the job . the EP is out and were millionaires . .NOT ! (laughing)

actiativ [ser up a kick ass shiow with us and the Shi ws bovs and God Forbid (Century Media) who are also very

Giderred and will soon put out a GREAT record {0 .M., All out War. and an opener. it Kicks complete asphalt as

one would say. Great response and a great time with, - on of friends.

Ri o I hat was killer man. So vou guys toured

'S No ! Actually we got offered aton , [ mean an o slute ton ol em. but due to many things. we couldn’t.

It sucks wo. Duh. But as June (olled around and the 1l stored sold out of the unwrapped EP entitled the Color Of

A Heart In Autumn. we just played and played and pi+ ed.

RE . Oh no ! (Laughing). What happened then ?

TS ¢ Its funny vou ask bncause after all Twent throug: '+ make this as solid as possible, the drummer insist upon

praving another show @ 242 main in Burlington, whic: 5 you know is Kind of a shit hole now.

RF: A shit hole with another kind of hole managing it.

TS: Some say the same thing, but David simply coulds © - eparate the right reasons to play a shov and the wrong, he

wanted to due it to get school credit for this place that 1. went too. to make up for all the days he had skipped. With

the several excuses that were given to me, I finally just st all right, | will do it for you as a favor as a friend,

knowing that this show was not any kind of confidence boosier It was really tough for me to do that simply because

| had a full day of work that day and had been very undersicpt at that time.

R¥ : What about when | saw you in Montpieler ? What v with that ?

TS : Oh god man. I still cant believe it. thanks for remindin= me. Its funny. that show was such a blessing. We got on

the bill of all buzz bands at the last minute. in fzar that we wouldn’t get the response that we usually did.

You better believe it bro.. it was really nuts, we were advertises as “Tresemblic Shit” it was se funny. my good friend

and ex resident of the area told me some kids new about us. but | wasn’t convinced. especia’.s by this crowd. Good

lord man. | was really ready to drop when it ended up taking us absolutely forever to set up our special sound

equipment we brought for pure metal entertainment, ha | It iurned out to be just that mar. the best time for us. We

finally were ready to feedback and rip, and evervone came up to the stage slowly. but as v : announced ourselves and

the lights dimmed, out came the fog, and we busted 1110 My Siient Sarinade, we got absoiutely rushed by everyone

who was there. even the staff. | think it was evervone except for the door person ! H ! [t was crazy. one of my

greatest memories of all time is when we ripped the ver. oeg aning of My Silent Sarinade and | look out and see this

one kid just back laughing in what I didn"t know at the nime but actually was complete pleasure. and as he bends

back up, he spats “holy shit™ ! He fooks at e and gives me the metal horns and bows. It was funny cause he looked

just like evervone else that was there Kinda. but just loved meal | guess. It was cool because all the times | shook

hands before and said thanks for coming out after a sct. thi kid couldn’t wait. as soon as we ended the last song he

extended his hand. and said oh my god ! One of the more relivious metal heads I've encountered ! (Jaughing). Then

a1l of his friends rushed up behind him, it was really weird man. it was better than signing autographs in Virginia

with Never Again. Seriously man. that show was great W e sold like a dozen discs. we got asked about shirts all

kinds of stuff. its the tightest we cver plow d eally. the sound was great, everything was just perfect. | jusy wish some
people 1 know, could have seen it with ther: swn eve . = was e best. After word we sped home on the nighway

jokimg all the way back. rocking out to ¢t uic jai . we show up at this graduation oriented party at our friend

Brian's pad of sorts, and everyone was so inebriatce ¢ wasn even funny. the few who did care, we shared our

experience with. and they were proud as were we. A grea rience for any band. especially a three piece. For us it

was complete satisfaction. in fact that night we were ai thi= "2 neighborhood party. we didn’t even get rowdy, we

were too happy !

RF : Then that 242 show for your drummer’s credit




I'S: Yep. that was really the night that ended us. or at-lesst ended them | w ¢ g lg e
like the guys but man. people (thoush they shouid hay vy g2 (l ¢

best you can be in many ways. 1 nwean that night. | endec 18 eVer) S eQUIPIMENT Just ma o d gl
drummer’s pops who isn’t exactly a spring chicken. [t was approximately mudinshi as | listened o & sentiemen i
damn bath robe. expel complete anger and frustration from his mouth (or muliiple reas st directed woward the
drummer (his own son). because he fucking ditched us tor some pre=pubescent wirl with nice hai

RE : Wow, fun stuff. So vou guys are done ?

I'S : For the record. we are completely done; and pow to twp it off, | must inform vou thut for starters. we ot so
many votes for best comp artist for lifeless records. offered tours. and shown mterest by labels (we pever sen
anything to a label) and now there’s nothing. The other meht. | had 1o pull Adaiy ont ol fis car piss wasted witl
another friend of mine. just so he wouldn’t wake up from his “sleep™ and try ta drive home drunk. he couldn’t even
walk. I told him he could boot all over me. but | am a trienc. ana riends dot riends drive drunk ! Dave plays
hard-core music with some kids who aren’t very liked and | am passing up opportuiitic I can get money and go
to Finland !

RF : Yeah I was going to ask you what was up with that ?

TS : Simple. you can read about it my article in the free press | (laughing). no man. it is ot thing | have
always wanted to do, live in Europe. | mean shit, look at my record collection and ook at the metal section, It a
comes from there. | have interviewed and shot it. with Kimberly from Synergy (Nuclear Blast) and her boy friend
Alexi Laiho from Children of Bodon. and even the-ultimate 2ods known as In Flames Al are iram Helsinki the

town which I am going to. except for In Flames obviously. vho are from Sweden ! But. | have iearned a lot here, |
mean Burlington is a great town. in fact its rated number one by A&L for easiest place 1o live i [ dont really know
how to explain to all the people who ask me why Finland " | feel like returning the question why a ot of things
Shoot man, | mean it’s really hard for me daily to look upci all the things good and bad that have taken place. |
mean | try my best dude, I tell myselt that the good outweict« the bad. shoot it does really. if | think ubout it.
however, just getting up these days to this place is taking a 117 out of me ! | have a lot in me on a lot of levels, |
simply feel it’s time to turn into another chapter.

RF : Well. how do you mean ?

TS : I just mean, man its been a rather insane 20 years. | ne y move on. | have some’great ideas up miy sleeve but
they won’t come out here, it’s just not my town musically bi" in a real level. it’s a damn college tovr, and right
there, | am out. because | don’t go ! Though | loye many oi college triends.

RF: And those college girls!!

I'S: Indeed. but there all yery similar unfortunately ! | am be Ishallowness. and | am tired ol that one might stand
shit ! (laughing). | mean ['ve paid more than my dues, and | 1. - seen too much and too mant “friends’ chanze and
20 to shit. I am not going to go out like that. So basicallv nv *1rip back to this place will be with the Finnish
line-up with me in it ! (laughing) !l mean if i don’t get to 2o saon. | will do what 1'have to, ther: 2o, but either
way, I will be there performing as my job. count on it. Trust = vili get what | want sir

RF : A blonde chick !

TS : Something like that !

RF: Well. thanks a lot and good luck !
TS: Word !
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LIFELESS COMPILATION 2000 =
Metal/Hardcore melee from lot

by CATHETER is so good than it
FALL ancd Vermont bred TRESEMBL C
who's else appears: TORN ASUNDIR.

This is a great compil:= _.&
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put together by Al Quint
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Lifeless Records, P.0. Box 10Z yoke, MA. 01041.
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Ad, so I guess I might be slig: . =d but actually this Banad
plays some catchy Punk Rock mat =i Yes, their Bass player
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incorrect name. Worth seeking
St. Upton, MA. 01568.

FACERAKE - 6 track CD. What we
vocal attack from Brad and Mike
Metal/Hardcore back up mayhem.
this mix of brew and this shoul:
likes this type of pandemonium.
Plattsburgh, NY. 12901.
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wonder what really good Punk Rock
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tracks litter  this compilation.

these Bands if they come tc your
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THE CUFFS, SOCIAL SCARE. Radical

NYC, NY. 10012.
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Motorcycles at Hill Climbs

use tractor tires

and no mufflers!
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